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this time, with this kind of clear and blatant po-
litical agenda at the core of this debate.

What we need is a real, substantive discus-
sion about solutions to keep Medicare costs,
and medical malpractice costs as well, under
control for the long term. But with today’s floor
action, these needed discussions are too likely
to get lost in a sea of shouting.

And that’s not what we need right now.

If my colleagues on the other side of the
aisle want to work with us to address the con-
cerns that many of us have with IPAB, to
make changes, then I'm willing to meet them
halfway.

But if they want to blame the Affordable
Care Act for everything wrong in the world,
even when it has controlled costs so well that
IPAB won’t even come into play for years to
come, and even when it has given millions of
American families control back over their
health care, | can’t join them in these political
attacks.

So | have to oppose passage of this bill
today.

————
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, this month, the
world laid to rest a holy and wise spiritual
leader, His Holiness Pope Shenouda lll, the
117th Pope of Alexandria and the Patriarch of
All Africa on the Holy Apostolic Seat of Saint
Mark the Evangelist of the Coptic Orthodox
Church of Alexandria and head of The Holy
Synod of the Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate of
Alexandria, who passed from this life on
March 17, 2012.

His Holiness Pope Shenouda Il presided
more than 40 years over a worldwide expan-
sion of the Coptic Orthodox Church. During
his papacy, he appointed the first-ever bishops
to preside over North American dioceses.
When His Holiness became pope in 1971,
there were only four churches in North Amer-
ica. Today there are over 100.

Pope Shenouda Il was well known for his
deep commitment to ecumenism and interfaith
dialogue. He believed that Christian unity was
a matter of faith rather than of jurisdiction. In
1973, Pope Shenouda Il became the first
Coptic Orthodox Pope of Alexandria to meet
the Roman Catholic Pope in over 1500 years.
In this visit, Pope Shenouda Il and Pope Paul
VI signed a common declaration on the issue
of Christology and agreed to further discus-
sions on Christian unity. He led dialogues with
various Protestant churches as well as Islamic
clerics and Muslim leaders worldwide.

In an address he gave at an ecumenical
forum during the International Week of Prayer
in 1974, he declared, “The whole Christian
world is anxious to see the church unite.
Christian people, being fed up with divisions,
are pushing their church leaders to do some-
thing about church unity and | am sure that
the Holy Spirit is inspiring us.”

A biographer aptly described Pope
Shenouda Ill as “A distinguished and promi-
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nent religious leader, a profound theologian, a
gifted preacher, a talented author, a spiritual
father, a man of God his entire life. He de-
voted his writings, teachings and actions to
spread and propagate for the rules of under-
standing, peace, dialogue and forgiveness.”

| had the unforgettable honor of meeting
Pope Shenouda Il as our local Coptic Chris-
tian Church in Northern Ohio was being con-
structed. He was a man of immense faith,
great humanity, and deep intellect. When |
asked him about future unity among various
faith confessions, | will never forget his steady,
strong countenance as he advised me “that
would take love.” He was a very profound
man.

President Obama called Pope Shenouda Il
“a beloved leader of Egypt's Coptic Christians
and an advocate for tolerance and religious
dialogue,” and said he will be remembered
“as a man of deep faith, a leader of a great
faith, and an advocate for unity and reconcili-
ation.” The faith community around the world
and people of good will everywhere joins the
Coptic Orthodox Church in mourning the pass-
ing of Pope Shenouda Il from this life. We ex-
tend our sympathy to church members world-
wide and in our own community. His contribu-
tions to world understanding and bridging hori-
zons yet unmet will flower in decades hence.
May God bless his soul and allow his unfin-
ished work to progress in his memory.

[From The New York Times, Mar. 20, 2012]
THOUSANDS MOURN COPTIC POPE IN CAIRO
(By Kareem Fahim)

CAIRO—In front of a tearful crowd of thou-
sands including members of Egypt’s emerg-
ing political class, a funeral service was held
on Tuesday for Pope Shenouda III, the pop-
ular and charismatic leader of the Coptic Or-
thodox Church, who died on Saturday.

The pope’s body lay in an open white cas-
ket through the emotional two-hour cere-
mony in St. Mark’s Cathedral, where he was
remembered as a ‘‘wise captain’ who built
bridges to Muslims and other Christian de-
nominations and who strengthened the iden-
tity of the church, especially among its
younger members. Hundreds more people
stood outside the cathedral, unable to gain
entry to the invitation-only service.

The scene turned to pandemonium later in
the day when thousands of people mobbed a
van carrying the pope’s body to his burial
site, in a monastery in northern Egypt. Red-
faced military policemen wrestled with
mourners carrying the pope’s portrait who
were straining for a last glimpse of him
through the dark windows of the white van.

The flood of grief for the only pope many
Egyptian Copts had ever known—he was en-
throned in 1971—underscored feelings of
unease that many Christians have felt in the
ongoing tumult of Egypt’s political transi-
tion. Roughly 1 in 10 Egyptians belong to the
Coptic Orthodox Church, which was founded
in the first century and was the majority re-
ligion here before the coming of Islam. In re-
cent years, long-held complaints about anti-
Coptic discrimination have been replaced by
deeper fears that Islamist parties will fur-
ther marginalize the Christian population as
they try to refashion Egypt into a more ob-
servant Muslim state.

For most of his four decades as patriarch,
Pope Shenouda managed a delicate bal-
ancing act, strongly supporting President
Hosni Mubarak in exchange for a measure of
protection as the pope strengthened the
church’s power and reach. He was broadly
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popular among Egyptians, and was especially
well-known for his wit. He was also seen as
rigid defender of a conservative church, and
some Copts faulted him for resisting reform.

Criticism of Pope Shenouda’s relationship
with Mr. Mubarak became more pronounced
after the popular uprising against Mr.
Mubarak’s rule took hold in January 2011,
with attacks on churches and Coptic pro-
testers, by hardline Islamists and the gov-
ernment’s troops following behind. Since the
pope’s death, though, that criticism has been
laced with sadness.

“I don’t disagree that he interfered with
politics,” said Mina Samy, a 30-year old phy-
sician outside St. Mark’s on Tuesday. ‘‘But
when he spoke, he did it for Egypt’s best in-
terest, not for his personal interests, like
others do.

“I’m hoping for another copy of him,” he
said. ‘“‘Nothing is too much for God. He was
a great scholar, and he led the church
through major crisis. He left us at a time
when Egypt needed him.”’

———

HONORING BILL KEFFLER OF
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Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
with great appreciation for his selfless public
service, | rise to recognize before the U.S.
House of Representatives Bill Keffler of Rich-
ardson, Texas on the occasion of his retire-
ment.

Bil’s résumé of accomplishments closely
matches that of the City of Richardson itself.
During his 35-year career with the City, 17 as
city manager, he has played an integral role in
bringing first-rate transportation entities, higher
education institutions, healthcare providers,
and corporations to Richardson. Under his
watch, the City has also received countless
awards for its responsible, transparent, and in-
novative administration.

Those of us who have been fortunate
enough to work with Bill know him as a true
leader not just in Richardson, but in the entire
North Texas region. A current member of the
Board of Directors and Executive Committee
for the North Texas Commission, Bill is also
the immediate past-president of the Texas City
Manager's Association and an advisory board
member for Methodist Richardson Medical
Center, Leadership Richardson, and the Uni-
versity of Texas at Dallas Development Office,
to name a few.

Bill, a mix of Irish Green and Raider Red,
kicked off his stellar career back in 1977 hav-
ing already obtained a bachelor's degree in
government at Notre Dame and a master’s de-
gree in public administration at Texas Tech
University. He and his wife, Chrissie, raised
five great kids in Richardson. Bill's family and
friendliness are considered staples in the com-
munity—as are his famous striped ties.

To BIll, thank you for all you've done to
build Richardson into the city it is today. It is
a pleasure to know you, and | wish you the
very best in the years to come. God bless
you, and | salute you.
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